X.
THE   BKIGAND,   TA'ABBET-SETJRRAN.

[PUBLISHED isr <MACMILLAN'S MAGAZINE/ 1872.]

A FEW months' experience of Arabia Proper suffices to
teach the traveller of our day that the terms 'Arab'
and ' Bedouin/ though not unfrequently used as i f
convertible, are by no means such in reality. It may
further teach him, if he knew it not before, that
' Bedouin' and robber are also not necessarily synony-
mous; that the latter designation is no less ill-sounding
to the ordinary Arab ear, than it would be to the
European; and that the class which it represents is
amenable to whatever penalties Arab law and society
can inflict, much as it would be in more civilized lands
of juries and police-force. Nor is this, so far as Arabia
itself is concerned, a recently introduced order of things,
due to comparatively modern influences, social or po-
litical ; on the contrary, a retrospective view of the
national annals, even when carried back to the first
day-dawn of prae-Islamitic history, presents no other
aspect; and full five centuries before the appearance of
the Meccan lawgiver, we find the thief, the robber, and
the brigand already paled off from and at war with
established order and right; already marked with the
outlaw's brand, and subject to all its sternest conse-
quences. And yet, in spite of these facts, it cannot